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MAIN DEVELOPMENTS IN MIGRATION AND INTERNATIO NAL PROTECTION INCLUDING LATESTSTATISTICS

LEGAL MIGRATION AND MOBILITY
PROMOTING LEGAL MIGRATION CHANNELS

In order to transpose the Students and Researchers
Directive (2016/801/EU),* Latvia prepared amendments
to its Immigration Law in 2017.

Amendments consist of the following elements:

To grant to a researcher unlimited access to the labour
market, while for students, in addition to the provisions
of the Directive, to provide a possibility to work 40
hours per week during the summer,

Students and trainees, who perform training within the
framework of a study programme or undergo training
no later than two years after the acquisition of a
higher education degree appropriate for the in-service
training, shall not have to apply for the rights to work
in Latvia;

Voluntary work as well as participation in exchange
education programmes shall be one of the reasons for
granting a long-term visa;

Students of master's or PhD programmes are granted
unlimited access to the labour market;

The time period during which a student or researcher
has the right to receive a temporary residence permit
after completion of studies or research work, in order
to search for work or commence commercial activity,
is prolonged from six to nine months.

In August 2017, the Ministry of Economics, in
cooperation with the Investment and Development

1 Directive (EU) 2016/801 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
11 May 2016 on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country
nationals for the purposes of research, studies, training, voluntary service,
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Following a new regulation, founders of a
start-up have the right to request a
temporary residence permit before the start-
up has been established and do not require an
approval of sponsorship for requesting or
registering the permit.

The capacity of accommodation centres for
asylum seekers was significantly expanded
from 200 to 450 places. A new
accommodation centre for detained asylum
seekers was also established.

The implementation plan of the Guidelines on
National Identity, Civil Society and Integration
Policy (2012-2018) for 2017 - 2018 was
approved, including a number of measures
aimed at promoting the integration of third-
country nationals.

Agency of Latvia and the Office of Citizenship and
Migration Affairs, prepared a road map in English about
the application procedure for residence permits with the
rights to employment for third-country nationals. This
aimed to help employers, as well as third-country
employees, to better understand the application
procedure for residence permits with the rights to
employment. It was developed within the framework of
a smart immigration policy that focuses on the

pupil exchange schemes or educational projects and au pairing. - Official
Journal L 132, 21.05.2016.
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attraction of highly qualified labour in sectors where a
shortage of specialists is identified.

In September 2017, the State Employment Agency
together with the European Public Employment Services
Network organised a campaign ‘On the way to employer
through Baltic States’, during which the representatives
of the State Employment Agency made on-site visits to
employers to discuss the issues related to the
employment of third-country nationals.

ECONOMIC MIGRATION

Cabinet Regulation No. 300 Amendments to the
Regulation No. 564 Regulation Regarding Residence
Permits, adopted on 21 June 2010, was adopted on 6
June 20172 The Regulation introduced two main
changes. First, third-country nationals requesting a
temporary residence permit for start-ups will not
require an approval of sponsorship for requesting or
registering the residence permit. Founders of a start-up
have the right to request a temporary residence permit
before the start-up is established.

Secondly, a third-country national willing to stay in
Latvia as a representative of the office of a foreign
merchant, must submit a business plan, confirming
that the business strategy of the foreign merchant for
operation in Latvia will facilitate the growth of the
production or service industry.

Finally, in 2017, the Ministry of Economy developed the
draft Cabinet Regulation entitled ‘List of Specialities
(Professions), where significant labour market shortages
are expected and where foreigners may be invited for
work in the Republic of Latvia’, including 303
professions in the list.

FAMILY REUNIFICATION

The draft law of amendments to the Immigration Law
(see Section 2.1) foresees to equate the time period for
review of applications for residence permits of family
members of the EU Blue Card with the time period of
review of applications of applicants for the EU Blue Card,
i.e. 10 days.

MANAGING MIGRATION AND MOBILITY?

The Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs continued
the implementation of the project ‘Use and

2 Cabinet Regulation No. 300 Amendments to the Regulation No. 564
Regulation Regarding Residence Permits, adopted on 21 June 2010, adopted
on 6 June 2017. - Latvijas Véstnesis No. 114, 08.06.2017 - [came into force
on 09.06.2017]

3 ‘Managing migration and mobility’ refers to the following themes: visa
policy, Schengen governance and border monitoring.

4 Multiple year project of the national programme of the Internal Security
Fund for 2014 - 2020.

® Cabinet Regulation No. 686 Procedure According to Which the Examination
of Health Condition and Sanitary Treatment of Asylum Seeker Shall be

Development of the National Visa Information
System (NVIS) (Stage 1)'* This project aimed at
improving the operational quality of information
technologies used during the processing of applications
for visas, providing the appropriate work environment
for NVIS users and necessary trainings when working
with NVIS.

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
INCLUDING ASYLUM

In 2017, the fingerprint information system for
identifying asylum seekers (EURODAC) was improved,
linking it to the National Visa Information System.

On 21 November 2017, the Cabinet Regulation No. 686
on a Procedure for Examining Health Conditions
and Sanitary Treatment of Asylum Seekers and
Registration of Results was adopted® This was
developed to ensure a uniform approach for the
performance of health examinations and sanitary
treatment of asylum seekers as well as the registration
of results.

In 2017, within the framework of the project ‘Support
measures for persons in need of international protection,
reception and accommodation in Latvia” of the Asylum,
Migration and Integration Fund’ implemented by the
Office of Citizenship and Migration Affairs, medical
support was provided to asylum seekers in special
cases. In order to improve their working abilities, the
medical support was provided to persons with a refugee
or alternative status, also after receipt of the benefit.

The capacity of accommodation centres for asylum
seekers was significantly expanded in 2017 (from 200
to 450 places) following the opening of a new centre in
Mucenieki. An accommodation centre for detained
asylum seekers (84 places) was also established.

Furthermore, Cabinet Regulation No.92 was adopted in
February 2017 to ensure the prompt commencement of
independent life and integration of persons with a
refugee or alternative status. This group has been
exempted from the State fee for the issue of a
travel document and residence permit, when
receiving these documents for the first time.®

Performed and Results Thereof Shall be Registered, adopted on 21 November
2017. - Latvijas Vestnesis No. 232, 23.11.2017 [came into force on
24.11.2017]

& Cabinet Regulation No. 92 “Amendments to Cabinet Regulation No. 133
“Regulations Regarding the State Fee for the Issuance of Personal
Identification Documents”, adopted on 21 February 2012”, adopted on 21
February 2017. - Latvijas Vestnesis No. 41, 23.02.2017 - [came into force on
24.02.2017]
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Regarding relocation and resettlement programmes, the
following persons were relocated to Latvia in 2017:

139 persons from Greece (in total 294 out of 295
persons were relocated within two years);

19 persons from Italy (in total 27 out of 186 persons
were relocated within two years);

40 persons were resettled from Turkey (in total 46 out
of 50 persons were resettled within two years).

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS AND
OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS

The Ministry of Welfare developed a recommendation
for amendments to the Law on Protection of the Rights
of the Child” in order to determine the distribution of
competences across authorities responsible for the
search of parents and the return of unaccompanied
minors. The aim is to ensure that the best interests of
unaccompanied children are always observed.

Finally, a separate block was established in the detained
foreigners accommodation centre “Mucenieki” (see
Section 3), providing accommodation for women,
children and families.

INTEGRATION

The Cabinet approved the implementation plan of the
Guidelines on National Identity, Civil Society and
Integration Policy (2012-2018)® for 2017 - 2018,
including a number of measures, aiming at the
promotion of the integration of third-country nationals:
this included Latvian language training and the
development of training materials for Latvian language
for specific groups of languages.

The Latvian Language Agency provided language
courses to 531 asylum seekers by the end of 20177 as
well as developed a new electronic language acquisition
tool Latvian for Adults: preparatory course for
acquisition of Latvian.

Amendments to the Asylum Law which came into force
on 24 May 2017'° changed the procedure for

7 Law on Protection of the Rights of the Child. - Latvijas Véstnesis No.
199/200, 08.07.1998 - [came into force on 22.07.1998]

8 Cabinet Order No. 268 “Regarding implementation plan of the Guidelines on
National Identity, Civil Society and Integration Policy (2012-2018) for 2017
- 2018” of 31 May 2017 - Latvijas Vestnesis No. 108, 02.06.2017 (came into
force on 31.05.2017)

° The project of the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund of the Ministry of
the Interior LVA/PMIF/2016/2 “Initial acquisition of language for asylum
seekers”.

19 The Law “Amendments to the Asylum Law” - Latvijas Véstnesis No. 90,
10.05.2017. - [came into force on 24.04.2017]

11 An adult person shall be due to a single-time benefit in the amount of €
278, if the persons are married, then € 278 for one person, € 194 - for the
other spouse, € 194 - for the minor person. The amount of the benefit for a

disbursement of state benefits to refugees and persons
with alternative status having insufficient means.!t*?
For refugees, the period for payment of the benefit was
reduced from 12 months to 10 months and from nine
to seven months for persons with an alternative status.
The State Social Insurance Agency must pay the benefit
within 12 months from the day of acquisition of the
status. Such a distribution was introduced in order to
encourage faster promotion of refugees and persons
with alternative status in society and permanent life in
Latvia.®

The Healthcare Financing Law was adopted at the end
of 2017 and required that the minimum standard of
state-funded medical aid must be provided not only to
third-country nationals having a permanent residence
permit in Latvia, refugees or persons to whom an
alternative status has been granted, but also to
stateless persons to whom the status of a stateless
person has been granted in Latvia. Previously, the
stateless persons who did not have a permanent
residence permit in Latvia were not entitled to receive
state funded healthcare services.*

IRREGULAR MIGRATION

In 2017, the external border area was further developed
and technical equipment for border controls was
acquired. This included the construction of a fence along
the Latvian - Russian border and the purchase of 90 new
sets of presence detection systems (sensors).

The number of personnel deployed in border control
activities was increased by 17% in 2017.

RETURN

In 2017, 271 persons were forcibly returned and 1 029
persons returned voluntarily. Within the framework of
the project Voluntary Return and Reintegration
Assistance in Latvia, 2016 — 2018 implemented by the
International Organization for Migration, support for
voluntary return was provided to 63 persons.

minor person shall constitute € 139 00 per month, if the persons are married,
then € 139 00 for one person, € 97 Q0 - for the other person per month, €
97 00 - for a minor person per month.

12 Cabinet Regulation No. 302 Regulations On the Single Financial Support
and a Benefit for Covering of Expenses of Staying for a Refugee and the
Person Acquiring the Alternative Status, adopted on 6 June 2017 - Latvijas

Véstnesis, No.114, 08.06.2017 - [came into force on 09.06.2017]
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