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Introduction

 Population: 2.7 million

Situated between EU and Ukrainian borders

Unprecedented influx of refugees since February 24th

Over 85,000 refugees currently residing in the
country

Opportunity to align with European legislation norms 
and cooperate with European countries



2013

Items from the Glossary in 
Romanian

 produced with IOM’s
endorsement

 analitical report (3 
language: RO,ENG,RU)

 Used by all government 
actors as well as civil 
society



The next steps towards a common Glossary

Using the Glossary translated into Romanian and 
providing clarifications

Ensuring operational and legislative changes align 
with European partners

 Importance of language in migration and asylum field

Benefits of a common glossary: reducing 
misunderstandings, enabling quicker action, clearer 
data collection, and facilitating common policies



The first step: Temporary Protection and the 
Temporary Protection directive

• Working on legislation for temporary 
protection aligned with European context

• Government Decision No. 21: Granting 
temporary protection to displaced persons 
from Ukraine

• Similar to European temporary protection 
status

• Access to education, health, labour rights, 
and services without the need to apply for 
asylum

• The implementation of Temporary 
Protection creates the foundation for a 
common glossary on migration and 
international protection.



The need for a common Glossary on Asylum and 
Migration

Moldova as an EU candidate country
Collaboration with various European countries and 
actors

Collaboration with DG HOME and Frontex on internal 
security, border management, and operational 
aspects

Aligning internal legislation with Directive 2016/801 
for entry and residence of third-country nationals

Aligning definitions such as "study," "host entity’," 
"volunteer," and "research„ ”host family”.



Towards a new law on Asylum

• Need for asylum legislation that 
incorporates latest definitions and 
provides comprehensive framework of 
support

• Plan to revise Asylum Law next year
(2024)

• Close cooperation with EMN and focus 
on EMN glossary necessary



 In Moldovan legislation (Law 
200), "illegal stay" refers to the 
presence of a foreigner in 
Moldova who does not meet or 
no longer meets the conditions 
for entry, presence, or stay in 
the country.

 In the EMN Glossary, "irregular 
stay" is defined as the presence 
of a third-country national in an 
EU Member State who does not 
fulfill, or no longer fulfills, the 
conditions of entry as set out in 
the Schengen Borders Code or 
other conditions for entry, stay, 
or residence in that EU Member 
State.

 Efforts to adopt the term 
"irregular" migration in Moldova 
to focus on regulating migration 
rather than solely on its legality.

Example 1: Misalignment of "illegal" migration terminology



 In Moldovan legislation, 
repatriation refers to the return 
of a person born in Moldova, 
including their descendants, and 
the acquisition of citizenship.

 In the EMN Glossary, repatriation 
refers to the personal right of a 
refugee or a prisoner of war to 
return to their country of 
nationality under specific 
conditions laid down in 
international instruments and 
customary international law.

 Need for clarification related to 
the Moldovan internal legal 
context and alignment with 
international definitions.

Example 2: Difference in definitions of repatriation



How we address 
Glossary challenges?

 Using the Glossary 
translated into 
Romanian and 
providing 
clarifications

 Close cooperation 
with EMN to align 
definitions and 
terminologies

 Annual reporting on 
country statistics to 
address challenges 
and seek 
clarifications



NCP Moldova



EMNMigration

european-migration-network

www.ec.europa.eu/emn

Ministry of Internal Affairs/General Inspectorate for 
Migration

Email.migratie@mai.gov.md; 

http://igm.gov.md/en


