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Context of legal translation at the Court of 
justice of the EU

Multilingual legal terminology

Terminological collections CJUE available in     

Agenda



Context of legal translation at 
the Court of justice of the EU



• Access to the Court without language being an obstacle
 procedural documents
 public hearings 

• Access to the EU case-law without language being an obstacle
 source of law (direct effect, primacy of EU law)

Equal access to justice in the European 
Union 

MISSION: GUARANTEE FOR CITIZENS



LINGUISTIC AND LEGAL CONTEXT 

ONE LANGUAGE, VARIOUS 
LEGAL SYSTEMS

Example of Belgium

frnl de

VARIOUS LANGUAGES, 
ONE NATIONAL LEGAL SYSTEM

Idem for: Luxembourg, Malta, 
Irland and Finland

legal system of the EU1

national legal systems27

24
give 

language combinations 
(24x23)

552

official languages



Objectives:

• explaining concepts in various / all EU languages

• terminological consistency

QUALITY MEASURES 
TERMINOLOGY MANAGEMENT



Multilingual legal terminology



One language, various terms
the same concept / the same legal system 

(synonyms)

matrimonio de complacencia (prefered)

matrimonio blanco 
matrimonio de conveniencia 

matrimonio ficticio 
matrimonio fraudulento 

matrimonio simulado 

marriage of convenience (prefered)

sham marriage 

mariage de complaisance (prefered)

mariage simulé
mariage fictif 
mariage blanc

FR

ES
EN



One language, various terms
the same concept / various legal systems

UE
IE

involuntary 
homicide

unintentional 
killing!

involuntary 
manslaughter

EAW

SCT

involuntary 
culpable 
homicide

MT

UE

3583993

mis en examen 

inculpé (obsolete)

inculpé

3584135

FR

BE

LU

UE

https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3583993/en-bg-cs-da-de-el-en-es-et-fi-fr-ga-hr-hu-it-lt-lv-mt-nl-pl-pt-ro-sk-sl-sv
https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3584135/fr-bg-cs-da-de-el-en-es-et-fi-fr-ga-hr-hu-it-lt-lv-mt-nl-pl-pt-ro-sk-sl-sv




minor offence / 
summary offence (UK)

overtreding (NL,BE)
contravention (FR)

misdemeanour obsolete /
délit borrowed term (UK) 

wanbedrijf (BE)
délit (FR)

felony 
obsolete (UK)

misdaad (BE)
crime (FR)

One language, the same term
different concepts, different legal systems

delict / strafbaar feit (NL)
crime / criminal offence / offence (IE,UK)
Infraction pénale (FR)

misdrijf (BE)
3584001

misdrijf (NL)
3584225

indictable-only offence (UK)
infraction pénale autre 
que contravention (FR) 

https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3584001/nl-fr
https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3584225/fr-nl


One language, the same term
different concepts, different legal systems





minor offence / 
summary offence (UK)

overtreding (NL,BE)
contravention (FR)

misdemeanour obsolete /
délit borrowed term (UK) 

wanbedrijf (BE)
délit (FR)

felony 
obsolete (UK)

misdaad (BE)
crime (FR)

delict / strafbaar feit (NL)
crime / criminal offence / offence (IE,UK)
Infraction pénale (FR)

misdrijf (BE)

3584001

misdrijf (NL)

3584225

indictable-only offence (UK)
infraction pénale autre 
que contravention (FR)

No equivalent, formulation

https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3584001/nl-fr
https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3584225/fr-nl


No equivalent, formulation



No equivalent, formulation



No equivalent, formulation



No equivalent, no term



No equivalent, no term

Information in the notes



Description of the concept -
essential characterics of the concept



Decision or act prohibiting entry into and stay on
the territory of the Member States for a specified
period.

3584087

interdiction d’entrée
(EU, BE, LU)

interdiction de retour
(FR)

=

One language, the same concept
different terms, different legal systems

https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3584087/fr-bg-cs-da-de-el-en-es-et-fi-fr-ga-hr-hu-it-lt-lv-mt-nl-pl-pt-ro-sk-sl-sv




One language, different legal systems
different concepts, terms??

responsabilité parentale
parental responsability

All rights and duties relating to the 
person or the property of a child 

which are given to a natural or legal 
person by judgment, by operation of 
law or by an agreement having legal 
effect. The term shall include rights of 

custody and rights of access. [UE]

3583682

autorité parentale (FR)

guardianship (IE)

All the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities 
and authority which by law a parent of a 
child has in relation to the child and his 

property.

3583353

parental responsibility (UK)

https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3583682/all
https://iate.europa.eu/entry/result/3583353/fr-bg-cs-da-de-el-en-es-et-fi-fr-ga-hr-hu-it-lt-lv-mt-nl-pl-pt-ro-sk-sl-sv


Cross references
Origin of the concept



CONCEPT TREE (extract)



Multilingual terminological
collections CJUE






