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BACKGROUND PROCESS RESULTS CHALLENGES OBSERVATIONS



First Migration Glossary in 
Georgian

 Produced with IOM’s endorsement

 Terms were accompanied by the references to the 
Georgian context 

 A widely used tool by Georgian policy-
makers/practitioners

 Followed by SCMI Secretariat’s initiated Glossary of 
Migration Acronyms&Abbreviations

2014



Georgia Joins EMN as an 
Observer

 Before joining EMN, the SCMI / Secretariat 
has been actively involved in EMN’s analytical 
work including using its Glossary 

 Since joining the Network, the work on 
producing full Georgian version activates 

 Glossary was translated & edited under the 
EU funded project in cooperation with ICMPD

2021



Secretariat of 
the State 

Commission on 
Migration 

Issues

Mapping the 
process: identifying  
partners, examining 

text, launching 
translation    

Legislative 
Herald of 
Georgia

A complete draft of 
the Glossary created,
aligned with translated 

international legal 
instruments, national 
legislation, and the 

IOM Glossary 

State 
Commission on 

Migration 
Issues

Composed of 9 State 
Entities, the 
Commission 

thoroughly processed
the draft glossary 

through the 
practitioners’ lens

State Language 
Department 

with its expert 
commission

Tasked with ensuring 
compliance with state 

language, the 
language experts

endorsed the 
glossary terms 

Working Process



Result: print-ready version in pipeline 

May 2018 May 2023



Result: 
Terms 

integrated 
into 

online 
version

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary/glossary/european-migration-network-emn_en


Challenges

 Different contexts of the EU and 
Georgia

 Terms long-established in Georgian law 
and practice, but need revisiting.. 

 a much-debated ‘illegal-irregular’ 
concept  

Illegal / irregular

migration 

Relocation 

Resettlement

warmoSobis (წarmomavlobis) qveyana

Jenevis konvencia da oqmi (protokoli)



Observations

RELEVANCE OF THE GLOSSARY

 Resonating to the developments in the EU and in Georgia, the 
war in Ukraine, the Glossary terms such as ‘migrants in 
irregular situation / unaccompanied child / inhuman 
treatment / war crime, etc. have gained more relevance  

 A comprehensive structure of the Glossary (synonyms, 
notes), its online and App forms and permanently updated 
mode makes it an interactive informative reference for 
policy-makers, practitioners and a wider readership (Eg. 
temporary protection directive) 

 The process contributed to unfolding a further debate 
among and within migration experts and language 
professionals 

MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL PROCESS  

 ‘Extra eye’ in re-examining the full English text  
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