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The EMN Asylum and Migration Glossary & Finland

➢ EMN Finland is active in the EMN GTWG

➢ EMN Finland has promoted the use of correct and standardised 
terms to ensure common understanding and comparability of 
data in Finland and within the EU/ EMN Member States

➢ Terms related to migration and asylum issues are often used 
inaccurately 

➢ turvapaikanhakija ≠ pakolainen (asylum seeker  ≠ 
refugee)

➢ Words with negative connotations, dehumanising:

➢ pakolaistulva, pakolaisvyöry (flood or landslide of 
refugees)



EMN Glossary in Finnish

➢ The EMN Glossary was translated into Finnish in 2016. The first 
printed edition 2017, updated 2019.



EMN Glossary in Finnish

➢ Publishing the Finnish version of the glossary 
coincided with the centenary of Finland’s 
independence in 2017

➢ First batch 250 printed copies

➢ In 2019, EMN Finland, the Odysseus Network and the 
European Policy Centre jointly organised a conference 
”From Tampere 20 to Tampere 2.0”. The conference 
was a special event in connection with the Finnish 
Presidency of the European Union.

➢ EMN Finland printed 900 copies of the updated edition of 
the translated glossary to be distributed in the conference.



EMN Glossary in Finnish

➢ A national language version a tool for professionals in the 
(im)migration and integration fields

➢ Benefits also academics, students, NGOs, the media and the 
general public

➢ Distributed in national EMN events and other occasions
➢ The translation done mainly by a translation agency
➢ EMN Finland checks the translations, consulting national 

experts, EU sources and IATE terminology database
➢ In turn, EMN Finland is consulted regarding migration 

terminology by other officials. 
➢ Finnish was one of the languages in the Glossary App – pilot in 

2020



EMN – IOM migration mini-Glossary

➢ EMN and IOM collaboration in 2015 
+ graphic designer
➢ Central migration terms in a 

nutshell 
➢ Finnish and Swedish, official 

languages of Finland
➢ Originally given to new MP's of 

the Finnish Parliament
➢ Distributed to professionals, 

educational institutions and the 
general public



EMN – IOM migration mini-Glossary



EMN/IOM mini-Glossary

➢ IOM/EMN collaboration coined the translation of the term 
irregular migration as ”säännösten vastainen maahanmuutto” 
(migration against regulations)

➢ EMN has promoted the use of the term (im)migration against 
regulations instead of illegal immigration
➢ more neutral terminology
➢ used by other officials, for instance in the annual report of 

Finland’s National Bureau of Investigation
➢ The mini-Glossary one of the most popular products of 

SubjectAid, providing free materials for schools & educational 
institutions
➢ 2021:12 696 copies and 2022: 8844 copies (FI/SWE)
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EMN Slovakia and the EMN Glossary

 active member of the EMN Glossary Working Group since 2014



Ensuring correct translations of terms

 national expert working group (WG) consisting of different state 
institutions

 standard operational procedure
• new terms

• initial screening of available translations by EMN Slovakia 
coordinating team 

• commenting procedure within national expert WG

• final Slovak translation



Main ways of promotion ONLINE

 EMN Slovakia website www.emn.sk

http://www.emn.sk


Main ways of promotion ONLINE

 IOM Slovakia’s social media channels



Automatically generated term cards for social media 

 Provide easily accessible ways to promote the 

glossary 

- also at national level -

 Allow for easy updating when terms are revised 

to remain up-to-date

 Often posted to accompany related publications 

or other EMN activities, such as events



Main ways of promotion OFFLINE

 EMN Slovakia expert and public events (20+ per year)

 Participating in non-EMN events

 Lectures and presentations on migration terminology 

(university students, media, communication units at ministries)

~ interactive activities and hard copies

 Distribution of hard copies in libraries across Slovakia and to 

the key institutions dealing with migration



Main ways of promotion OFFLINE
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Activities at national level

 Distribution on the printed version of the EMN Glossary on 
Asylum and Migration

 Promotion of the EMN Glossary on Asylum and Migration among 
professionals and academia

 Promotion of the EMN Glossary on Asylum and Migration during 
national events - video and one-pager

 EMN Youth Day
 Dedicated Glossary pages









Flashes etc



Newsletters



Newsletters



Destination: Europe



New trend - Word of the week/month



EMN Asylum and Migration 
Glossary presentation items-
EU Member States examples









Promotion of EMN Asylum 
and Migration Glossary at EU 
level



EMN Glossary one-pager An overview of the glossary’s main functions





Available at:

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/networks/european-
migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-
glossary_en

Promotional video on the main 
EMN Glossary webpage

Body text

 Bullet 
point

https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-asylum-and-migration-glossary_en


Video

ENG: https://youtu.be/ArlYFySA9gc

LV: https://youtu.be/joZMB3ZlLaY

CZ: https://youtu.be/35PbskKbQ68

IT:  https://youtu.be/eRLJz4R_r_I

DE: https://youtu.be/AJX1Dl_9tsg

SK: https://youtu.be/e5dz-9011cA

FI:  https://youtu.be/nvX9yCBrH9I

GE: https://youtu.be/yQQFw9ilJp4

https://youtu.be/joZMB3ZlLaY
https://youtu.be/35PbskKbQ68
https://youtu.be/eRLJz4R_r_I
https://youtu.be/AJX1Dl_9tsg
https://youtu.be/e5dz-9011cA
https://youtu.be/nvX9yCBrH9I
https://youtu.be/yQQFw9ilJp4


Statistics 2022 – EMN Glossary page 

Page URL Views Bounce Rate Average Time On 

Page

Exit Rate 

Main page 7041 47% 46.54 52%

EMN publications page 1997 23% 29.92 14%

EMN Glossary page 1615 55% 91.06 60%



გმადლობთ! Kiitos! Thank you! Paldies! 
Merci! Danke! Ďakujem! Дякую!
¡Gracias! Obrigada! Grazie! 
Dėkoju! Shukran! Tack!

More information at: www.emn.fi www.emn.lv www.emn.sk

Contact details: emn@migri.fi emn@pmlp.gov.lv

ncpslovakia@iom.int

http://www.emn.fi
http://www.emn.lv
http://www.emn.sk/
mailto:emn@migri.fi
mailto:emn@pmlp.gov.lv

